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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 


Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  (browse  by  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #10KYIV125. 
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SUBJECT:  LAVROV-POROSHENKO  DEAL  ON  NEW  RUSSIAN  AMBASSADOR  TO  UKRAINE 

Classified  By:  A/DCM  Colin  Cleary  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) . 

IQ.  (C)  At  a January  26  meeting  with  the  Ambassador, 

Ukrainian  FM  Poroshenko  explained  how  he  had  cut  a deal  with 
Russian  FM  Lavrov  to  facilitate  the  arrival  of  the  new 
Russian  ambassador  to  Ukraine,  Mikhail  Zurabov.  Moscow  had 
burned  all  bridges  with  Ukrainian  President  Yushchenko  and 
had  not  wanted  to  send  a new  ambassador  to  Kyiv  until 


Yushchenko  left  office  following  the  February  7 Ukrainian 
runoff  election.  On  the  other  hand,  both  sides  were 
interested  in  moving  forward  expeditiously  on  a number  of 
bilateral  issues.  Poroshenko  therefore  got  Lavrov  to  agree 
that  Amb.  Zurabov  would  arrive  in  Kyiv  bearing  written 
credentials  addressed  to  Ukrainian  President  Yushchenko,  as 
required  by  protocol  and  Ukrainian  national  sensitivities. 
Indeed,  FM  Poroshenko  even  showed  the  credential  document, 
with  Yushchenko's  name,  to  Ukrainian  TV  cameras.  However, 
Zurabov  will  not  formally  present  his  credentials  until  the 
new  Ukrainian  president  has  taken  office,  at  which  time  he 
will  have  a new  document  with  the  new  Ukrainian  president's 
name  written  in  place  of  Yushchenko's.  In  this  way,  a)  the 
sitting  Ukrainian  president  was  shown  due  respect;  and  b) 
Zurabov  was  allowed  to  arrive  and  begin  working;  but  c)  the 
Russians  were  not  required  to  suffer  the  indignity  of  Zurabov 
presenting  his  credentials  to  Yushchenko. 

J2 . (C)  Zurabov  is  indisputably  a Putin  man,  said  Poroshenko, 

adding  that  Zurabov  made  a good  impression  by  making  his 
first  statement  to  the  press  here  in  Ukrainian.  Zurabov  will 
be  presenting  a list  of  areas  for  cooperation  as  part  of  the 
bilateral  "reset."  The  one  area  Poroshenko  mentioned  was 
trivial  — the  possible  coordination  of  an  announcement  about 
changing  the  age  of  retirement  in  both  countries.  Poroshenko 
said  he  asked  Zurabov  if  he  wanted  to  talk  about  the  Russian 
Black  Sea  Fleet;  Zurabov  indicated  that  it  is  not  a topic  for 
immediate  discussion. 
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